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W. PRESTON BATTLE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION RACIAL HATTER 
(OOs MEMPHIS) 




Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 1 
copy of an anonymous postcard directed to W . PRESTON BATTLE, 
Shelby County Criminal Court , Memphis, Tennessee, U, S. A., 
which was postmarked New York, New York, P.M., 7/20/63. 

Also enclosed for the are the -original and 1 copy of 

a postcard Martin, Tennessee, directed 

to Sheriff Tennessee, postmarked 

Mm f York, New York, P.M., 7/19/SS. 




Inclosed for New York for information, since it 
is believed New York will be requested to conduct investigation 
in this natter, is one copy each of the above described 
enclosures. 



For the information of the Bureau andNew York, 

V. PRESTON BATTLE was recently assigned as the Judge in 
the trial of JAMES EARL RAY, accused murderer of Rev® 

MARTIN; LUTHER SING, JR., said trial being scheduled for 
November 12, 1968. 

The original of the enclosed-.- postcards which are 
self explanatory were turned ever to SA ROBERT F® BOYLE on 
7/23/63 by Captain JEWELL G, MY, Intelligence Squad, Memphis 
PD, who is currently assigned in charge of the security of 
MY during RAY f s confinement at the Shelby County Jail. 

jp- Bureau (Enc-4) (RM) 

1 - New York (Info) (2nc°2) 

3 = Memphis 
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The contents of the message contained on the 
postcard directed to Judge BATTL3 were discussed with 
P« s * Attorney THOMAS L. ROBINSON, WDT, Memphis, Tens., 
bj SA EGBERT F c BOYIS on 7/23/68 at which time Mr s ROBINSON 
Stated that the contents of this communication do imply 
a veiled threat on Judge BATUMI life, therefore^ he would 
©onsider authorising prosecution of the individual responsible 
Sos' preparing and sending this postcard to Judge BATHS if 
this individual is identified 



BEQUEST Q? THE BUREAU 



’ The Document Section of the FBI laboratory is 
requested to compare the handwriting and/or hand printing 
appearing on both of the original enclosures to determine 
if both of these items were prepared by the saae individual. 

Will also compare the handwriting and hand 
printing appearing on the specimens with handwriting and 
hand printing appearing in the Anonymous letter Fila 0 

The FBI latest Fingerprint Section is requested 
to determine if there are any latent fingerprints of “mu 
evidentiary value located ca the original postcards enclosed. 

Upon completion of the requested examination, 
th© Bureau should return the original enclosed postcards to 
the Memphis Division and submit results of requested 
investigation to Memphis and New York. 

The FBI Laboratory and Identification Division 
ar© requested to expedite requested examination and submit 
summary results of the examination to Memphis. 

LEA DS '• 

WSU YORK (INFORMATION) 

■ Aa information copy ©f this communication 

been directed to New York as it is anticipated that 
Investigation will be requested of that office in the future. 






i- 




i 



t 






V 

v- 
> . 

v 



* 



\ 

v*.:: 






MS 9— New 



MEMPHIS 



' AT MARTIN . TENNESSEE 



__ n Will attempt to identify U 
available known handwriting of thl 



sad obtais 

individual. 



„ „ an address is located for in the 

^ l°rk Division territory will hold in afifSlSe setting 
leSd this individual interviewed until 

as results of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Hew^yorh 3s33i;aa * iOD3 ar@ available to Memphis and 
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' AT MEMPHI S a TENNESSEE 

\&r-\ 1 " . _ 

,, , ^ Will, if the FBI Identification Bivision develops 

•Jr*-**? 60 t n ? r :! Jrt f _ °* value on the original postcards, obtain 
suitable elimination prlats 0 . 

The &ireau is being advised under ses@ra.te 
correspondence in the MURK IN case of the receipt of this 
threatening cosaunication by judge f s SSESTON BATTLE© 
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